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60 seconds with... LEEHASLAM

RISING through the trance ranks at lightning speed, Lee Haslam has marked himself
out as one of the most dedicated talents in today’s scene. It was certainly a bold move
when former hard dance DJ Haslam reinvented himself as a trance DJ a few years back
but his ceaseless productivity has helped overcome the doubters and earned him a

position at the top table of trance.
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India, Norway, China and Indonesia into his passport. We find out more....

When did you first come to the
island?

“Ifirst came over about 12 years ago
asa clubber. Then between 2002 and
2005, Iwas over at least seven times
a season playing for Tidy, which was
always a killer as I was working full-
time as Tidy's label manager at the
time.”

What have been your most
memorable clubbing experiences
out here?

“DC10 was a real eye opener for me.
Iwent there for the first timein

2005 and that changed my whole
perception. It made my mind up to
move away from the hard dance side of
things. It blew me away, to be honest,
asI'd neverreally heard anything like
that, never been open to it. Obviously,
working full-time at Tidy, your head is
in whatyou do.”

What have been your best
experiences from behind the decks?
“Tidy backin the day was special at Es
Paradis, as the Tidy crew are nutters
atthe best of times, butit doesnt get
much better than playing nights like
Cream at Amnesia and Judgement
Sundays at Eden. Playing Atomik has
been great too, though —Boho has
so much character. I love multi-level
venues like that.”

You're now head of events for
Bournemouth-based trance
institution Slinky. How have things
changed since you started?

“Before I got on board they had only.
done about five tour dates in 2006.
Lastyear we did 40 s0it’s a big increase
and this year it will be just over that.
China has been really surprising.
Russia, Dubai and India have all taken
tours as well, so the brand is really
spreading.”

How would you describe your style
of trance?
“Becatise.of my role at Stinky I play
from the progressive end of things
right through to euphoric banging
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stuffand the harder tech-trance
sound. IfT had to choose a style, it
would definitely be the tech sound
though — a bit like Sander [van
Doorn]. On my monthly Slinky radio
show, I get to showall sides and
progress through itall.”

Your label Digital Remedy has been
receiving props from all the trance
big guns. Tell us about that...

“Tjust wanted to get as much of my
own music out there as possible as
other labels were taking forever to
get my tracks out. If I did it myself, I
could write a track and get it out five
or six weeks later. Over time I began to
sign other tracks. I hope to build it up
asa bit of a family label. I've already
gotthatin place with Guy Mearns and
Michael Dow, who do quite a lot, but
I'm always on the lookout for new
producers.”

Switching genres is never an easy
thing, how hard was it to get
recognised in a new scene?

“It's taken a good two or three years
for me to be accepted as a trance DJ
butI think I'm there now. Working with
Slinky has really changed perceptions
asIgetto playall the tours, which has
helped turn things round on a global
scale.

“The production has beenamazing

asI'verecently had trackssigned

for Oakenfold’s Perfecto, Spinnin’

and Tiésto’s Black Hole — being
accepted by those people is a massive,
massive help. And obviously playing
Judgement and Cream —you don't
really get much bigger than that.”

What's next for Lee Haslam?
“Just to keep things moving and get
bigger and better really. Obviously
Slinky is my main focus butasa DJ I
wantto getas big as I possibly can.
Making the DJmag Top 100 would be
fantastic butI'm just going to keep
doing whatI'm doing and enjoy it. I
wantto do an artist album some time
nextyeartoo.”

Describing the past few years as a “whirlwind”, Haslam has been turning out anthem
after anthem on his own Digital Remedy label, remixing massive tracks for labels like
Perfecto and Black Hole, as well as helping to turn round the fortunes of UK trance
institution Slinky as their head of events — a position that has put stamps from
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